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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 17 May 2004 . 
2a)S This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) \3 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1-11.48 and 50-85 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) E3 Claim(s) 1-11.48 and 50-85 is/are rejected. 

7) Q Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)^3 The drawing(s) filed on 14 February 2002 is/are: a)D accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 1 )D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)Q Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 


Drawings 


1 . The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings must show 
every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the "rollerball" of claim 
66 must be shown or the feature(s) canceled from the claim(s). No new matter should 
be entered. 

Corrected drawing sheets are required in reply to the Office action to avoid 
abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should 
include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if 
only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure number of an amended drawing 
should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure is to be canceled, the 
appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, and where necessary, 
the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate changes made to the brief 
description of the several views of the drawings for consistency. Additional replacement 
sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering of the remaining figures. The 
replacement sheet(s) should be labeled "Replacement Sheet" in the page header (as 
per 37 CFR 1 .84(c)) so as not to obstruct any portion of the drawing figures. If the 
changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of 
any required corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the drawings 
will not be held in abeyance. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 


2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-10, 48, 50-65 and 67-85 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Hamaji 6,337,680 B1. 

4. In regard to claim 1 , Hamaji discloses an optical sensor assembly for tracking 
movement of a surface comprising a target comprising said surface movably mounted 
to present a varying segment of said surface to a focus area. See figure 4 depicting a 
target 31 and a focus area 33. Further see column 4, lines 50-52, disclosing, "A roller 
31 is rotatably and axially slidably received in a recessed fitting 32". 

Hamaji further discloses an optical sensor comprising a single sensing 
component, said sensing component mounted facing said surface of said target at said 
focus area, wherein the single sensing component of said optical sensor detects a 
change in position of said surface in multiple directions. See column 4, line 61 to 
column 5, line 5, disclosing, "The outer cylindrical surface of the roller 31 has a grid 
drawn thereon, which serves both for detecting the direction in which the roller 31 is 
rotated and the number of revolutions thereof and for detecting the direction in, and the 
distance by, which the roller 31 is axially moved. Such detection is carried out by a 
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detector 33 disposed approximately medially of the ends of the recessed fitting 32 and 
in opposed relationship to the outer cylindrical surface of the roller 31 . The detector 33 
is of the type well known to those skilled in the art as a detector utilized in connection 
with an optical mouse". 

Also see column 4, lines 14-21 , disclosing, "If the outer cylindrical surface of the 
hollow roller 21 has a grid drawn thereon as is the case with a roller 31 shown in FIG. 4, 
such a hollow roller 21 has the advantage of requiring only one photoelectric detector 
both for detecting the direction in which the hollow roller 21 is rotated and the number of 
revolutions thereof and for detecting the direction in, and the distance by, which the 
hollow roller 21 is axially moved." 

5. In regard to claim 2, see figure 4, depicting the optical sensor 33 positioned 
substantially beneath said surface 31. 

6. In regard to claim 3, Hamaji discloses that target is cylindrical. See column 4, 
line 61 , disclosing "the outer cylindrical surface of the roller 31 ". Further see figure 4, 
depicting that the optical sensor is aligned placing said focus area perpendicular to a 
longitudinal axis of said cylinder and said surface is the circumferential surface of said 
cylinder (also see rejection of claim 1 ). 

7. In regard to claims 4 and 5, see column 3, line 44, disclosing "an outer diameter 
of 10 to 20 mm." Thus, Hamaji discloses that said cylinder has a diameter greater than 
approximately 8 mm and that the cylinder has a diameter between approximately 8 mm 
and 12 mm (i.e. 10 mm). 
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8. In regard to claim 6, see rejection of claim 1 . Note that "the outer cylindrical 
surface of the hollow roller 21 has a grid drawn thereon as is the case with a roller 31 
shown in FIG. 4". This is understood to constitute a textured surface. 

9. In regard to claim 7, Hamaji discloses that the surface is adapted to move 
vertically and the response of said optical sensor is substantially invariant to said 
vertical motion. See figure 4 and column 4, lines 52-60, disclosing, "Each of the hinges 
36 comprises a fixed end connected with a palmrest 34 and a hinged end connected 
with an end of the recessed fitting 32. The hinged end, together with the recessed 
fitting 32, is pivotal about a hinge pin 36p. A switch means 35 is located below the 
hinged end so that switching action may be effected when the thumb or fingers of an 
operator engage the roller 31 or the recessed fitting 32 with a force thereto." Note the 
optical sensor 33 is connected with the recessed fitting 32 and thus inherently moves 
with the recessed fitting 32 and the roller 31 . 

10. In regard to claim 8, see figure 4, depicting the optical sensor 33 positioned 
perpendicular to and beneath said surface 31. 

11. In regard to claim 9, see rejection of claim 7, disclosing a switch disposed 
beneath a portion of said surface, wherein said vertical movement of said surface 
activates said switch. 

12. In regard to claim 10, Hamaji discloses that the rollerbar has a left end and a 
mounting end. See figure 4, depicting a left end and mounting ends (at hinges 36). 
Hamaji further discloses that the rollerbar is adapted to traverse a left travel distance. 
See rejection of claim 1 and note that "the roller 31 is axially moved". Thus, the roller 
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moves left and right along an axis and the left ravel distance can be any distance that 
the bar travels in a left direction. While Hamaji does not specifically disclose an 
"activation distance", Hamaji does disclose (again see the rejection of claim 1) a 
detector that detects movement of the rollerbar. Thus an activation distance is inherent 
and is the distance the roller moves at which the detector detects movement. A "focus 
area" is also inherently the area at which the sensor detects movement of the roller. 
Note the location of the focus area in figure 4, which is the location of sensor 33. 
Inherently, this location is at some time approximately the sum of two times the left 
travel distance plus the activation distance from the left end of the roller bar, since the 
left travel distance can be any distance. 

13. In regard to claim 48, see rejection of claim 7. It is inherent that the optical 
sensor 33 moves with the surface maintaining a constant distance and orientation to the 
surface. 

14. In regard to claims 62-64, see figure 4 and rejections of claims 1 and 3. 

15. In regard to claims 65 and 67-71 , see rejection of claim 1 . 

16. In regard to claim 50, see rejection of claim 1 . Hamaji further discloses a base 
and a support mechanism supported on the base. See rejection of claim 7. Palmrest 
34 is a base and recessed fitting 32 is a support mechanism. 

1 7. In regard to claim 51 , see figures 4 and 5, element 32. 

18. In regard to claim 52, see rejecion of claim 7 and figure 4. The support 
mechanism 32 comprises member extending between two support elements at either 
ends, hinges 36. 
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19. In regard to claim 53, Hamaji discloses that the support mechanism comprises a 
member extending from a support element at a first end to a spring member at a second 
end. See the hinge 36 of figure 5. Also see column 4, lines 56-60, disclosing, "A switch 
means 35 is located below the hinged end so that switching action may be effected 
when the thumb or fingers of an operator engage the roller 31 or the recessed fitting 32 
with a force thereto." Although Hamaji does not specifically disclose a "spring" member, 
it is inherent that this hinge and switch must return from engagement in order to 
deactivate the switch. Thus, a member (hinge 36) extends from a support element (34) 
at a first end to a spring member (switch and part of hinge 36 extending from hinge pin 
36p to the right in figure 5) at a second end. 

20. In regard to claim 54, Hamaji discloses that the support mechanism comprises a 
member extending from a mount at a first end to a switch mechanism at a second end. 
See rejection of claim 54 and figures 4 and 5. Hamaji further discloses that the support 
member is disposed for reciprocal translation having a vertical component into and out 
of contact with the switch mechanism, as depicted in figure 5. 

21. In regard to claims 55 and 57, see rejection of claim 1 . 

22. In regard to claims 56 and 58, Hamaji discloses that the surface is rollably and 
translatably supported by a bearing mechanism on the support mechanism. See 
column 3, lines 53-55, disclosing, "the rail 22 may be journaled in suitable bearings". 
Note that the rail 22 corresponds to the recessed fitting 32 of figure 4. 

23. In regard to claim 59, Hamaji discloses that the surface comprises a sleeve 
rotatable via a bearing mechanism around the support mechanism and translatable 
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along the support mechanism, rotation and translation of the sleeve being interpretable 
by the sensor. See rejection of claims 1 , 50, 56 and 58 and figures 4 and 5. Further 
see figures 1 and 3. 

24. In regard to claim 60, Hamaji discloses that the surface has a matte texture. See 
rejection of claim 1 . Note that "the outer cylindrical surface of the hollow roller 21 has a 
grid drawn thereon as is the case with a roller 31 shown in FIG. 4". This is understood 
to constitute a textured surface. A matte texture is understood to be a dull or rough 
texture. Such a drawn grid would inherently create a surface of texture and dullness. 
Thus, the surface has a matte texture. 

25. In regard to claim 61, see rejection of claim 60. 

26. In regard to claims 72-75, see rejection of claims 62-64. 

27. In regard to claims 75-78, see rejection of claim 1 . 

28. In regard to claim 79, see figure 5, depicting that the support mechanism (32) 
comprises a member extending from a first end to a second end the member 
cantilevered from a mount at the first end. Note the configuration of the hinge 36 
cantilevered from a left side (end) of the rollerbar) extending to a right end. 

29. In regard to claim 80, Hamaji discloses that the first end of the member extends 
from the mount at an upward angle to form a bow in the member between the first end 
and the second end. Note the bow at hinge pin 36p of figure 5. Also, the upward angle 
is a relative term and the member 36 extends from the mount at an upward angle 
depending on the direction from which one is viewing the hinge. 
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30. In regard to claim 81 , Hamaji discloses that the second end floats on a switch in 
a rest position. Note the switch 35, depicted in figure 5. 

31 . In regard to claims 82 and 83, Hamaji discloses that the support mechanism 
comprises a springy member having a bowed shape from a first end to a second end. 
See the hinge 36 of figure 5. Also see column 4, lines 56-60, disclosing, "A switch 
means 35 is located below the hinged end so that switching action may be effected 
when the thumb or fingers of an operator engage the roller 31 or the recessed fitting 32 
with a force thereto." Although Hamaji does not specifically disclose a "springy" 
member, it is inherent that this hinge and switch must return from engagement in order 
to deactivate the switch. Thus, the hinge and switch, with the roller 31 and recessed 
fitting 32 are "springy". 

32. In regard to claim 84, Hamaji discloses a tension adjustment device disposed to 
adjust the bowed shape of the springy member. Note hinge pin 36p. The bowed shape 
of the hinge is adjusted by pivoting the hinge about this hinge pin. Thus, this hinge pin 
constitutes a tension adjustment device. 

33. In regard to claim 85, see figure 5 depicting that the tension adjustment device 
(36p) is disposed to adjust the angle of the springy member from horizontal at the first 
end. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

34. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
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invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

35. Claim 66 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hamaji 
6,337,680 B1. 

36. In regard to claim 66, Hamaji discloses an invention similar to that which is 
claimed in claim 66. See rejection of claim 1 for similarities. Hamaji does not disclose 
that the surface of the target comprises a rollerball. 

However, Hamaji teaches in column 1, lines 14-19, "When data on a desired two- 
dimensional position art to be provided to a computer, it has been conventional practice 
in the past to use various pointing devices such as a mouse or trackball so as to 
dispose the cursor in overlying relationship with respect to a specific powition on the 
display screen." 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the invention of Hamaji by having the surface of the 
target comprise a rollerball, as in the description of the prior art of Hamaji. One would 
have been motivated to make such a change based on the teaching of Hamaji that "it 
has been conventional practice in the past to use various pointing devices such as a 
mouse or trackball". 

37. Claim 1 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hamaji 
6,337,680 B1 in view of Nitsuma 5,164,712. 

38. In regard to claim 1 1 , Hamaji discloses an invention similar to that which is 
claimed in claim 1 1 . See rejection of claim 6, disclosing that the rollerbar is textured. 
Further see figure 4, which depicts that only a portion of the rollerbar has the textured 
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grid. Thus, the roller bar has a first portion and a second portion having a textured 
surface. Hamaji does not disclose that the second portion has a shiny hard surface. 

Niitsuma discloses a rollerbar assembly with a bar (slider) made of synthetic 
resin and a guide member made of metal (see column 8, lines 3-6). Both synthetic 
resin and metal can be shiny. Also hardness of the rollerbar is inherent as the entire 
bar is slideable with a single finger (see column 1 , line 45). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the inention of Culver by making the rollerbar have a 
shiny hard surface. One would have been motivated to make such a change based on 
the teaching of Niitsuma to use synthetic resin and metal for the assembly of the 
rollerbar. Further, making the rollerbar hard and/or shiny appears to be a design choice 
as there is no disclosed criticality of having part of the rollerbar be shiny or hard. 

Response to Arguments 

39. Applicant has amended the specification and drawings to overcome the 
objections of Paper Nos. 9 and 10. Previous objections to the drawings and 
specification are withdrawn. 

40. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 , 50 and their dependents have 
been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

41 . Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
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§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Laurel E LeFlore whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
8627. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Bipin Shalwala can be reached on (703) 305-4938. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




LEL 

28 June 2004 


Primary Examiner 


